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term to the llth February 1766: this we look upon as a wilful misconstruction
of our orders.
123.    The step the Governour and Council of Bombay took to prolong
the freighters'  time form 30th  January   1765  to  30th April following  was
highly imprudent and injurious ; as they could not but well know if the ship
was at that time to be delivered up, she must have lain a long time upon
demorage at the Company's expence before she could have been dispatched
for Europe.
124.    If it had not been for the unfortunate loss of the Winchelsea, she
would have continued in the hands of the freighters from the 1st of April 1763
to the llth February 1766, that is to say, about thirty four months, which at
five hundred pounds a month, amounts to seventeen thousand pounds, whereas
the Company must have paid the owners for that period, twenty thousand
five hundred and seventy pounds, the difference being, three thousand five
hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  would have  been  an   apparent  loss   to   the
Company.   And as the President and Council well knew the said five hundred
pounds a month was inadequate to the demorage, it is very surprizing they
could so readily admit of the absurd reasons urged in the freighters' proposals
entered on Consultation 23rd March 1763 to induce them to come into such
a disadvantageous agreement with respect to the Company.
125.    Notwithstanding the Company was not to receive any part of the
freight until the ship was discharged by the freighters, Captain Howe received
on their account even  of the Company, for freight  of bales  carried  from
Fort St. George to Bombay, as before observed, rupees 8316 and he also was
paid by the President and Council at the last named place, five thousand
rupees for the use of his ship; these two sums are now a dead loss to the
Company, whereas the first sum in particular instead of being paid to the
freighters ought in all reason to have been carried to account only ; and here
we must observe that according to the general custom of India, the freighters
ought to have paid the Company freights before the ship proceeded on her
respective voyage but which was totally disregarded in making the contract.
126.    The freighters and Captain Howe have had the advantage of the
voyage from Bengal to Bombay and back, and been paid considerable sums
by the black merchants and others before the ship's departure from Bengal,
on the voyage she was unfortunately lost in, for goods freighted by them for
Surat; upon the whole, it is apparent the Captain and freighters have been
greatly benefited,  though the  Company  have  actually  been  sufferers   and
would have been still more so, if the ship had continued in the freighters'
hands to the expiration of the contract.
127.    To what we have said, must be added, that the detention of the
Winchelsea beyond her charterparty time will probably be productive of many
litigations at law, in which the Company may be involved in many difficulties
if not he great sufferers, not to mention the losses of the owners' insurers and
all other persons who had any connections with this ship.
128.    That the intended long detention of the Winchelsea would have
rendered her very unfit and in too dangerous a condition to be trusted with
a valuable cargo on our account for Europe, but this was not at all attended